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Firefighters” Cancer Group Draws Business Support

PHILANTHROPY: Network
assists firefighters felled
by occupational hazard.

he Firefighter Cancer Support Net-
work celebrated a three-day event and
fundmiser earlier this month to support
frrefighters and their immediate families diag-
nosed with cancer.
One of the donors for the event that took
place the weekend of Nov. 1-3 was Los An-
peles-based Resmark

Apartment Living,
which recently openad
a new commaunity in
the Santa Clarita Val-
ley, The Townhomes

ny decided to donate
———  $2500 to the Fire-
Jacquelinne Mejia  fighter Cancer Sup-
port network in appre-
ciation for the local fire station, which is up
the road from the housing community.

“We wanted to thank Station 150 for their
time, to honor them and all firefighters, and de-
caded to get involved with the Firefighter Can-
cer Support Network.” he said. “We learned
after the doaation that the founder and treasur-
er both are firefighters and residents of Santa
Clarita, which was satisfying for us to get
mnvolved with the local commanity.”

The annual event and foundaion was stared
by local firefighter and pammedic Mike Dubmon,
who waorks for the Los Angeles County Fire De-
partment. Afier being diagnosed with cancer in
2003, Dubron said he came up with the idea for
the Barhank-hased non-profit after receiving sup-
port from fellow firefighters who had their own
expeniences with cancer, and he wanied to extend
that same support to ofhers in his line of work.

“1 had the small idea of forming a groap, with
other firefighters from the Soathem Califomia
aea. sarvivors that might be interested” he said.

The non-profit was incorporated in 2005
and currently includes sapport groups across
the country. Dubron said the organization cuar-
rently operates oa a $300,000 annual budget
It educates firefighters on different methods
of prevenfing exposare o carcinogens in thear
work, such as teaching them to clean equip-
ment and shower immediately afier a fire.

The annual dinner event was held at the
Sheraton Universal City, with major corporate
sporsors incduding the Van Nuys-based law
offices of Straussner & Sherman, Honeywell

He said aithoagh he has not seen the pumbers
on how much was rassed this year, he estimated
550,000 was made on the silent auction alone.

Dubron plans to continue expanding the
mission of the philanthropic group through
marketing, golf toemaments and bike rides
across the coantry to raise funds for the canse.



